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A Note from the Head Librarian

At Francis Holland Preparatory School, pupils have access to a team of dedicated librarians who derive great satisfaction

from helping children to find books that will enthrall, amuse, inspire and move them. We delight in conversations about

what captures their imaginations and stirs their curiosity, and so the reading lists we compile are designed to appeal to
the interests of each individual.
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We organise reading lists thematically rather than by year group because research shows that year-group reading lists
are at best ineffectual, and at worst counterproductive. It can be immensely demoralising for a child who is not a
confident reader to find that the book they are enjoying was put on the reading list for a year group below theirs.
Meanwhile, confident readers do well when they are allowed to read to their interests as this promotes volitional

reading. Our approach aims to empower pupils irrespective of where they are in their reading journeys. Even at a very

young age, tastes can differ hugely and personal choice is key - it can be the key, in fact, to unlocking a lifelong love of
books!

The reading lists we devise are intended as a launch pad and can also be viewed as a sample of what our wonderful
school library has to offer. Not only do we have a diverse catalogue to choose from, we have three librarians on staff
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who see your children on a regular basis. If you would like to schedule an appointment with a librarian so that you and
your burgeoning reader can discuss what they might like to read next, this can be arranged by emailing
Jay.Deblue@francishollandprep.org.uk
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THEMATIC READING LISTS

e What follows is a selection of titles grouped by format or genre. Many of these books are already
popular with our pupils thanks to peer-to-peer recommendations!

e While we do not organise reading lists be year group, we do recognise that children in Key Stage 1
may not be drawn to (or should not, depending on content) read books written with older readers in
mind. To that end, please note that our lists of recommendations for fans of history books/
mysteries/ fantasy novels/ adventure stories and realistic fiction are generally geared towards Key-
Stage-2 pupils, although some of our picks are also suitable for younger children e.g. Pippi
Longstocking.

A Note on Picture Books

e One is never too old to enjoy a picture book! The best way to choose a picture book for at-home
reading is to visit a book shop or library and browse with your daughter so that you can see what
sparks her interest. Helping your daughter to find a book will show her that reading is an enjoyable
pursuit and a vital part of her home life as well as her school life.

« Reading aloud to pupils is one of the most joyous aspects of working in a school library and we have
extensive experience of which books are fun to read and talk about during Story Time. For a (not at
all exhaustive) list of some of our favourite crowd-pleasing reads, see the next page.
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Recommended Titles | Librarians’ Top Picture Books

Tabby McTat, Julia Donaldson
Simon Sock, Sue Hendra
Something Else, Kathryn Cave
The Book With No Pictures, B.J. Novak
The Tiger Who Came to Tea, Judith Kerr
The Cave, Rob Hodgson
Lottie Potter Wants an Otter, Jeanne Willis
Fancy Nancy, Jane O’Connor
The Smeds and The Smoos, Julia Donaldson
Bloom, Anne Booth
So Much, Trish Cooke

I’ll Take You to Mrs Cole!, Nigel Gray
| Want My Hat Back, Jon Klassen
The Day the Crayons Quit, Oliver Jeffers
The Runaway Pea, Kjartan Poskitt
Moomin picture books, Tove Jansson
I Don’t Want a Posh Dog, Emma Dodd
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Recommended Titles | lllustrated Chapter Books

(These are all series)

Winnie the Pooh, A.A. Milne Shifty McGifty and Slippery Sam, Tracey Corderoy
A Bear Called Paddington, Michael Bond Lizzie & Lucky, Megan Rix
Animal Stories, Holly Webb Winnie and Wilbur, Laura Owen
Zoe’s Rescue Zoo, Amelia Cobb Isadora Moon, Mirabelle, Emerald (three related
The Jasmine Green Series, Helen Peters series), Harriet Muncaster
Animal Tales, Jill Tomlinson Princess Minna, Kirsty Applebaum
Fabio: Flamingo Detective, Laura James Rainbow Magic, Daisy Meadows and others
Squishy McFluff , Pip Jones Magic Ballerina, Darcey Bussell
Kitty, Paula Harrison Anna Hibiscus, Atinuke
Wigglesbottom Primary, Pamela Butchart Space Blasters, Katie and Kevin Tsang
Pugly, Pamela Butchart Little Gems (a series with a particularly dyslexia-

friendly format), various authors
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Recommended Titles | For Budding History Buffs

Cleopatra, Alexandra Stewart War Horse, Michael Morpurgo
Horrible Histories series, Terry Deary Letters to the Lighthouse, Emma Carroll
The Roman Mysteries series, Carolina Lawrence The Skylarks’ War, Hilary McKay
| Was There series Wave Me Goodbye, Jacqueline Wilson
Treason, Berlie Doherty Once series, Morris Gleitzman
Voices series, Scholastic/various authors When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit, Judith Kerr
Hetty Feather series, Jacqueline Wilson The Book Thief, Markus Zusak
My Story series, various authors Coming to England, Floella Benjamin
Star By Star, Sheena Wilkinson 100 Things to Know About History, Usborne

True Stories from WWI, Peter Hepplewhite
Poems from the First World War, Gaby Morgan
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Recommended Titles | Mystery Books

Hoot, Carl Hiaasen The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes,
Murder Most Unladylike series, Robin Stevens Arthur Conan Doyle
Di Island Crew Investigates series, Kereen Getten Theodosia series, R.L. LaFevers
Laura Marlin Mysteries series, Lauren St John Goldie Vance series, Hope Larson
Anisha: Accidental Detective series, Serena Patel Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library,
The London Eye Mystery, Siobhan Dowd Chris Grabenstein
Death on the Nile, Agatha Christie Alice Eclaire series, Sarah Todd Taylor
The Lady Grace Mysteries series, Patricia Finney The Amelia Six, Kristin L. Gray
and others High Rise Mystery series, Sharna Jackson
The Lizzie and Belle Mysteries series, Lockwood & Co. series, Jonathan Stroud
J.T. Williams Adventures on Trains series, M.G. Leonard
The Emperor’s Riddle, Kat Zhang and Sam Sedgman

Ruby Redfort series, Lauren Child Girl Missing series, Sophie McKenzie
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Recommended Titles | Fantasy Books

Isadora Moon series, Harriet Muncaster School for Good and Evil series, Soman Chainani

The BFG, Roald Dahl Harry Potter series, J.K. Rowling
Peter Pan, .M. Barrie The Wizards of Once series, Cressida Cowell
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, Lewis Carroll How to Train Your Dragon series,
The Chronicles of Narnia series, C.S. Lewis Cressida Cowell
The Sisters Grimm series, Michael Buckley Wings of Fire series, Tui T. Sutherland
Who Let the Gods Out? series, Maz Evans A Wrinkle in Time, Madeleine L’Engle
The Land of Stories series, Chris Colfer Ingo series, Helen Dunmore
Wings series, Aprilynne Pike His Dark Materials series, Philip Pullman
Artemis Fowl series, Eoin Colfer Sky Song, Abi Elphinstone

Fairy Tale Reform School series, Jen Calonita  City of Stolen Magic, Nazneen Ahmed Pathak
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Recommended Titles | Adventure Books

Magic Treehouse series, Mary Pope Osborne o, Midnight Hour series, Benjamin Read &

Comet in Moominland (and all Moomin chapter :
Laura Trinder

books), Tove Jansson Around the World Eighty Days, Jules Verne

e Time Travelling with a Hamster, Ross Welford

Swallows and Amazons, Arthur Ransome . . .
Once series, Morris Gleitzman
The Longest Night of Charlie Noon,

Christopher Edge

Pippi Longstocking series, Astrid Lindgren
The Explorer, Katherine Rundell
Pages & Co. series, Anna James
Beetle Boy, M.G. Leonard
When the Mountains Roared, Jess Butterworth
The Girl Who Stole an Elephant, Nizrana Farook
The Good Thieves, Katherine Rundell
A Series of Unfortunate Events series,

Alex Rider series, Anthony Horowitz
The One Dollar Horse series,
Lauren St John
The Last Dogs series, Christopher Holt
The Wild Robot series, Peter Brown

Darwin’s Dragons, Lindsay Galvin
Lemony Snicket
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Recommended Titles | Realistic Fiction

Diary of a Wimpy Kid series, Jeff Kinney Smile series, Rain Telgemeier
Dork Diaries series, Rachel Renee Russell The (Almost) Perfect Guide to Imperfect Boys,
Lottie Brooks series, Katie Kirby Barbara Dee
The Baby-Sitters Club graphic novels, The Corfu Trilogy, Gerald Durrell
Raina Telgemeier I Capture the Castle, Dodie Smith
Tracy Beaker series, Jacqueline Wilson Never Evers, Lucy Ivison & Tom Ellen
Anne of Green Gables series, L.M. Montgomery  The Misadventures of Tallulah Casey series,
Dara Palmer’s Major Drama, Emma Shevah Louise Rennison
Bigg School series, Lisa Williamson No Ballet Shoes in Syria, Catherine Bruton
The Mother-Daughter Book Club series, Heather The Goldfish Boy, Lisa Thompson
Vogel Frederick Track series, Jason Reynolds
Are You There God? It’s Me, Margaret, Judy Blume The Boy at the Back of the Class,

Forbidden Friends, Anne-Marie Conway Onjali Q. Rauf



