
D O U B L E 
S C H O L A R S H I P

Ludgrove School in Berkshire 
has ‘done the double’, with 
pupils Adrian and Kai being 
awarded King’s Scholarships 
from Eton College. With a 
maximum of 14 KS awarded 
each year, it is a remarkable 
feat. The boys will join last 

year’s leaver Jacky, and Jaey 
who joined KS ranks in 2022. 

I N D I A  O P E N I N G

Bedford School Mohali, the 
first British International girls’ 

school in Northern India, 
opened in April. Located on 
the outskirts of Chandigarh 

and developed in partnership 
with Doon International 

Education Society, it offers 
day and boarding options. The 
campus has extensive science, 

sports and creative arts 
facilities and a 1,000-seater 

auditorium.

Celebrating 
success

Orchard House School in 
Chiswick, West London 
is celebrating a year of 

achievement. The school’s 2026 
U11 Girls’ Netball Team were 

crowned IAPS National Runners-
Up. In addition, Year 6 leavers 

secured 150 senior school offers 
and 42 scholarships and Orchard 

House staff received multiple 
Pearson National Teaching 

Awards honours.

 
 

R E A D I N G 
P R I O R I T Y

The Children’s Laureate  
Frank Cottrell-Boyce has called 
for urgent action to reverse the 

decline in parents reading to 
children. A BookTrust survey 

found that children aged up to 
8 who reported liking or loving 
reading rose from 66 to 80% 

between 2021 and 2025, while 
daily shared reading among 

families dropped from 60 to 49%.

L ondon lead

Laura Rodgers will become Head 
of Francis Holland Prep School 
in Chelsea from next January. 
She is currently Senior Deputy 
Head at Glendower Prep and 

has also held leadership roles at 
Fulham Prep. She studied Law 
at Newcastle University before 
gaining teaching qualifications 

from Oxford Brookes and 
University of Buckingham.  

 
P R O J E C T 

S H O W C A S E

The Sherborne Project 
Qualification (SPQ) exhibition 
took place in early June, with 

Year 8 Sherborne pupils 
showcasing their work to parents, 

staff, governors and senior 
schools. The SPQ is an extended 
independent project, with each 

pupil choosing a topic of personal 
interest. This year’s themes 

included gene editing and the 
science behind earworms. 

Phone free

The Girls’ Day School Trust 
(GDST) has announced that all 25 
of its schools – including Notting 

Hill & Ealing High (pictured) 
will be mobile phone-free from 

September for pupils up to 
Year 11. This builds on current 
guidance and practices, with 
many GDST schools creating 

mobile phone-free environments 
with lockers or secure pouches.

SCHOOL NEWS

 

Cambr idge 
merger 

The Leys and St Faith’s will 
become The Leys School, 

Cambridge from September 
2028, offering an all-through 
education. They have been 
part of the same foundation 

since 1938. Early Years to 
Year 8 will be educated at 
the current St Faith’s site, 
while Years 9 to 13 will be 
based at The Leys’ site. 
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N U R S E R Y 
E X PA N S I O N

Broomwood, Clapham, is 
expanding with the opening 

of a third Pre-School (Nursery) 
classroom from September 

to meet demand at Little 
Broomwood. “This new 

space will allow us to expand 
while preserving the highly 
personalised, purposeful 
education that underpins 

everything we do,” says Head of 
Pre-Prep Carol Mackay. 


